University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, is our new Board member, who joined the Board in 2011.
The Journal has been indexed by major electronic abstracting services for many years. In addition, a select group of journals are assigned an Impact Factor by the Thomson Reuters Company on an annual basis. The Impact Factor is an index relating to the number of citations to the published articles in a specific journal over the preceding 2-year period. In 2009 and 2010, the Journal was assigned its first Impact FactorsF1.621 from 2007 to 2008 and 1.593 for articles published in years from 2008 to 2009. Both rankings place the Journal in the upper half of all pediatric journals rated by Thomson Reuters. The Impact Factor is used by some individuals and organizations as a means to assess the importance of a journal, although it should only be used with the knowledge of the various factors that limit the score's meaningfulness. For us, the consistency of these two scores represents acceptance of the scientific reliability of the Journal by our broader audience of scholars and clinicians. Another indication of acceptance by the scientific community is the rising number of submitted manuscripts. In 2010, we received over 700 new manuscripts, representing a 22% increase over the number received in 2009. Nature Publishing Group has provided excellent tools to assist the authors, editors, reviewers and readers. The Manuscript Tracking System allows electronic submission of completed manuscripts and tracks manuscripts through the review process, allowing authors and staff to follow the manuscripts through the various review stages. Also supporting the publication process is the Advanced Online Publication, where accepted manuscripts (Original Articles and State of Art Reviews) are published electronically within weeks of receipt of galley proofs, providing rapid, timely publication. These articles are considered published as of the electronic date and are indexed on the various electronic search engines through which interested readers may learn of their publication. The Journal of Perinatology website (http:// www.nature.com/jp/index.html) shows the current issue and identifies featured articles that are available as free downloads. In addition, other components of the website include references to select other Nature Publishing Group-relevant articles, a calendar of meetings relevant to our field, archives of the Journal's issues and identification of relevant articles in the Journal Supplement issues.
Over the course of the coming year, the editors and referees will continue to select high-quality original articles, clinical
